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3D Reconstruction of the fortress of Château-Gaillard as seen 
from the southeast. 
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Recreation of the siege of Château-Gaillard by Philip-Augustus from a drawing by E. 
Viollet le Duc. On the lower right corner, there are three bretesches (forts)  

that line the contravallation. 
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View of the outpost called the Châtelet. 
On the left and at the tip, the large to-

wer called Tour de la Monnaie. 

Miniature from 1290 showing the siege of a fortress (picture from a military treatise by Vegetius, a latin author 
from the 4th century AD). On each side of the fortress, there are soldiers and sappers (seen with their spears) 

approaching the castle walls with cats (a protective wooden framework covered with wet animal skins). On the 
right, there is a belfry, or siege tower, that could overlook castle walls. There were archers and arbalesters 

placed on top, who could « clear » the curt walls from their defenders. Notice that both sides use crossbows, de-
spite the 1139 Church’s ban on the weapon in fights between Christians (Bibliothèque Nationale de France, 

Paris) 
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Model of a mangonel as seen inside 
the keeps of the castle of Falaise. 

A reconstructed bricole. 
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Sappers at work, protected by a cat 
while the besieged drop heavy rocks 
and flaming liquids on top of them. 
(miniature from the 13th century). 

A mantelet: this was brought 
toward the castle walls to 
provide cover against the 

enemy’s missiles. 
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3D reconstruction of the first and second enclo-
sure of Château Gaillard, as seen from the East. 
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3D view from the north of the lower bai-
ley and the second enclosure. Foreground 
on the right : the keep and its braie.  This 
is where the overwhelmed defenders tried 

to retreat unsuccessfully. 

The keep of Château Gaillard : pre-
sent state and reconstruction after a 
drawing from E. Viollet le Duc. No-

tice its impressive machicolation sup-
ported with buttresses. 

Mine and counter-mine. 
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